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Heraclitus Ridens : 


A T 
A Dialogue between Feft and Earneft, concerning the Times. 





Ow, I hope, I fhiall hear my Indict- 
ment out, you feed me with a Bit 
and a Knock, I love to fee the 
worft on’t. 

Earn. I gave you two Articles before , and 
thought them as much as you could well carry 
away with you; forl don’t much like the way of a 
certain Diffenting Tubfter, who told his Audience, 
he would for the help of their memories divide the 
Obfervations he fhould make from his Text, into 
forty eight particulars, whichin my opinion were 
too many at once for any one hearer’s memory, and 
perhaps the Gentleman himfelf knew nething ot 
forty of them, but trufted the Spirit , by which ci- 
ther by hook or by crook, he made out his number. 

Feft. You can never let their Gravities alone, 
pray what’s the next Article againft us? 

Earn, Truly, the next Article is fo long, that if 
I thould give it you all, *twould be too much of the 
Crambe bis codia; \et it {ufice you that it was put in 
partly to make a fhow , and partly out of a private 
pique, our Difcourfe having been at that time con- 
cerning Confcientions Tricks , Cunning Confciences, 


Ie 


Diffenting Proteftants, Papifts, Rebels under a Cloak of 


Religion, Blue-Apron-Statefmen and the like. 
_ Feft. Pretheeman , how came this into the In- 
di&tment? if any man think himfelf toucht by any 
of thefe appellations , methinks *twould have been 
properer to have brought his A@tion , than to come 
like the Horfe-T among the Apples, and 
tell us we have finned contra Dominum Regem, Com- 
munes in Parl. affemblat.c» Furatores ! 

Earn. Youare fomewhat inthe right, but we 
mufi take it as we find it, the next feems indeed 
torelate to the Publick, and confitts of three Que- 
ries, wherein you’! find the words Parliament, and 
Houfe of Commons , but without any difhoneft Re 
fle&tion on either : they are thefe. 

I. “Whether they whoare our fellow-SubjeG@s 
“and our Servants , and by Law are appointed 
“ Wages, ought totake it upon them not only as if 
“they were ours, but ow GREAT MASTERS 
“* Maliers ? 

Il. “Whether if Diffeaters will importune the 
“ King by Petitionsfor a New Parliament, they will 
““do their weak endeavour to chufe him a New 
“ Houfe of Commons? 

If, “ Whether Diffenting Proteftants are more 
“defirous of a Parliament that will profecute the 
“ horrid Popith Plot , or Repeal the 35th. of Elize 
“ and other Penal Laws againtt Diffenters, and pull 
** down the Church ot kngland by reducing the Bi- 
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“ fhops,according to the Speech of a worthy Knight, 
“ recorded by Fr. Smith, to the primitive condition 
“ of Timothy and Titus,that is, to be poor and profe- 
“cuted ( inftead of perfecuted ) and next door to 
Root and Branch ? 

Fet. Welland what of all this? Why did not 
they anfwer thefe Queitions ? This is jut as if the 
Scribes and Pharifees had been fent for to Rome for 
making their Query, Is it lawful to pay Tribute to 
Cefar or nit ? 

Earn. Nay youare unreafenable to expect any 
other anfwer than an Indi@ment, now the Ignorami 
are in power} for look ye, as to the firtt Query, they 
dare not anfwer in the Affirmacive, becaufe we were 
fo lately ruin’d that way 3 norin the Negative, for 
fear of {napping a Privilege: To the fecond , they 
cannot fay Yea, becaufe all the world knows ’twould 
befalfe; if they fay No, it fhews the Nonfenfe of 
their demands: To the laft indeed they will be apt 
to fay they had both the ends mentioned, but ’tis 
vilcly fufpeGted : if Intentions may be belt collected 
from Words and A@tions ) that the laft with all 
the aggravation was their main defign. 

Jet. Enougk of this and too much. 
comes next ? 

Earn, Why the next two Articles look big and 
bluttring, but amount to no more than to {thew that 
fome men would have us fo much Papifts as to have 
an implicit faith in fomewhat that is neither 
Law nor Gofpel. We had been talking of the Vore 
concerning the Trial of Fitz-Harris, and we took 
upon us harmlefly to confider what would be the 
natural confequences of it,if it fhould have obtained 
a legal force. But in this cafe belike we may not ufe 
our Reafons. 

Feft. Af we may not, there have fince been thofe 
that have out of their love to our true Liberties and 
Laws, weigh’d this Vote in the Balance of the San- 
Ctuary, and found it too light. 

Earn. Well but we are faid to have done: this 
“ to the great difturbance of the Peace of our Lord 
“the King, for a bad example to ail other Delin- 
“ quents in like cafe, and contrary to the Peace of 
“ our faid Lord the King, his Crown and Dignity. 

Fett. Good God! Quis tulcrit Gracchos de fedi- 
tione querentes ? How fond they are of the Kings 
Crown and Dignity ? Have a good heart, if they 
are fo good Subjects as they pretend, Ile warrant we 
cothe off well enough. Prethce let’s leave reckoning 
till our Hoft come,, and turn to the World a little 5 
how go {quares there ? 

Earn, The Whiggs are triumphant now ; not 
, an 


What 











































































































an honeft Tory dare peep out; nothing but Bon- 
fires and Io Péaas , for the vitory fome men have 
gotten over their Confciences. 

Feb The French King then I perceive is not the 
only Conqueror, and we may have fome hopes of 
fiopping his Progrefs in the Netherlands , if one 
Brigade of thefe brazen-heads would tranfport 
themfelves for the fake of the Proteltant Religi- 

»Oon. 

Earn. But whofoever may rejoyce, I can fhew 
you once little Yelper that Nonconforms to the whole 
Party, and amidit all this glee he calls himfelf Demso- 
critus Flens , 1 met with the Wretches laft work 
other day iv aneccflary houfe , and at firft blufh I 
found fome Rhimes: Alas, thought !l, Mr. Baxter’s 
Rhapfodies have had a quick Circulation, to come 
to their journeysend already. But upon further exa- 
mination I found ’um to be the Ape’s nown Poetry 
(as far as [could ghefs) and to have fo much in 
them extraordinary, that I cannot but ferioufly ad- 
vife him to get Mr. Jenkins to turn them into Latin, 
for the benefit of Forein Nations ; his Mufe and 
that of our fmall Poet being much of a fize. 

Jeff. 1 have feen fomewhat under that Title, 
and always took it to be Comus and Momus awaken’d 
again at the noife the Whiggs of late have made, 
and that he cry’d for joy, as you know fome weak 
people do fometimes. But does he fay any thing to 
us ? 

Earn. Yes, he fumbks miferably, but tells us at 
Jatt, If there be any unfair or illegal carriage among 
Furies, let the Law decide it. Now he knows no man 
can fay any thing againft our late Jurics; but this I 
fay, it is poffible there may be fuch carriage, and yet 
the Law nor have provided againft it; for you 
know inthe firft Roman conftitution there was no 
Law againft Parricide , the tirft Infticuters of that 
Government not fuppofing there would ever be fuch 

a Villain in the world as would kill his Father; 
which later Leyiflators were forced to provide a- 
gainft. And this isall this fucking Devil has faid 
that concerns us. 

Feft. Well I perceive this Chittiface then muft 
ufe fome indufiry before he get any reputation for 
Whiggifin, as Quevedo’s Taylors are fain to petition 
for a place in Hell. But is there no news from: the 
Thingum in the O/d- Baily ? 

Earn. Yes, yes, Harry finds the pence coming 
and he blunders on, fometimes in and fometimes 
out; pays off the Pope with picces of Latine, which 
fometimes, when he can, he Englifhes, like Non- 
eft-inventus, that is, my Lord, he is not to be found : 
but when he cannot he is quict, and gives’um to 
the world as they were delivered to him. In his laft 
there’s no great matter betide a little kindnefs done 
for St. Luke's Wite. 

Jet. Truly he has done great things againft 
Popery, and did ceferve fomewhat of the commen- 
dation heretofore given him, but I never heard of 
any he has Converted or contirm’d. 

Earn. He’s like the relt of the Party, who will 
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never take Bifhop Sanderfon’s Rule of calling no- 
thing Popery but what is fo , and then of oppoting 


* that with lels noife and more weight 5 which is the 


reafon that the fame Reverend man after feventy 
years of age profeffes himfelt not to have known ox 
remembred any ove fingle example of a Convert 
from Popery made by cither Presbyterian ag Inde- 
pendent, notwithftanding all their clamour and 
zeal. And I doubt not if he had lived till this time 
he might have faid the fame. 

Jet. Nay now youare out, good Brother Ear- 
neli, pray what do you think of the Doétor ? is not 
he come over to the Diffenters ? 

Earn, But, you know, he fays he was never traly 
a Papilt in his heart. 

fet. Nor truly of the Church of England. 

Earn. Perhaps nor truly a Diffenting Prote- 
ftant. There may be a Query of the matter fiill, 
notwithftanding his Jump-Coat. 

Fet. Now youtalk of Queries, prethee let’s 

have one or two. 
_ Earn. Qu. 1. Whether Care is not a little out 
in his Parallcls of the Juries of Wakeman, &c. with 
‘Our late Ignoramus’s , thofe having been put upon 
their Trials and ftood them , a trouble which thefe 
never gave to the Indicted perfons ? 

2. Whereas he fays, that ‘ the Verdi& of a Jury 
“is an effential point of Law, and that therefore - 
“ thofe that go abeut to Over-awe, Brow-beat , or 
* dare to hifs at the Verdict of a Jury, are enemies 
“to his Majelty and the Conftitution of the Gos 
“vernment, and endeavour as much as in them lies, 
“to fubvert the Law and all the antient methods of 
“ Juttice, (which laft line or two by the way look 
like the But-end of a Vote) I fay, it inttead of Wer- 
didi of 2 Fury he had faid Evidence of a Witnefs, 
whether fo great a piece of Truth and Toryifm 
would not have loft his Reputation for ever with the 
Whiggs that were fo {candaloufly ftack’d about the 
Court Cother day, for the great end of hooping and 
hollowing ? 

3. Whether if a man be Suborned to bear falfe 
Witnefs at London, the fame might not be done by 
the fame perfons at Oxford, or any other place out of 
the Territories of Whigg-land ? and whether the 
notdoing fo be not an irrefragable Argument a- 
gaint our Unbelievers ? 

4. Whether the late Mid/ummer thanks for the 
Peace and Quietnefs of the patt year was not as much 
due to his Majefties Guards as the perfons they were 
beftowed on? 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Hereas the Wives and Children of {omer Arti- 

ficers have fhew’d a defire to kifs the bands of 

the Prince of Whigg-laud fince bis Reftauration, thefe 

are to give notice, that fa foon as we under{tand that his 

Worthinefs bath fetled bis days of appearance in pub- 
lick, we fhalltake the pains to let the world know it. 


